
1. *Medfield State Hospital in Medfield is my go to: paved paths, lush greenery, open 
fields, closed-off stone buildings, a dilapidated barn, even a miniature stone fortress, all 
inspire fun and creative posing. I hear the property is going to be developed into residential 
buildings, and that makes me sad. Even though the history of the place is tragic, the grounds 
themselves are beautiful for hiking and walking the dogs, and of course photography, and it 
would be a shame to lost this sacred space. https://www.pinterest.com/
marcie_schein_randall/beautiful-settings-for-photo-shoots/

2. *The Warren Conference Center in Ashland is another popular spot for photos. It 
sits on wide open grounds with several spots to get a great photo. Pretty white benches and 
lamp posts, rock walls, and, of course, distressed wooden doors to old sheds. There is also 
beautiful landscaping throughout the property with seasonal foliage. https://
www.warrencenter.com/activities/ashland-state-park-reservoir

3. *Weston Nurseries in Hopkinton is an amazing place for portraits! They are so 
welcoming, and they are excited for the families or high school seniors to get their photos 
done there. You can only imagine the variety of backgrounds and settings- garden displays 
and decor; cool benches fashioned out of tree trunks; a wall of wooden doors, each painted 
a different color. Inside the storage greenhouse is the most incredible light I have ever seen. 
And of course, the endless array of flowers and plants and shrubs and trees arranged 
beautifully throughout the property. I LOVE it there! https://
www.westonnurseries.com/

4. Lake Winthrop in Holliston offers two beaches, Stoddard Park and Pleasure Point. Both 
have playgrounds and picnic areas, are home to a wide variety of birds and critters, and 
provide stunning sunsets. You will get gorgeous “Golden Hour” photos. https://
www.massachusettspaddler.com/lake-winthrop-holliston-middlesex-
county
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5. *The Holliston Rail Trail (from Sherborn to Holliston to Milford) is fun because it 
offers a lot of options. In the center of Holliston at Blair Square is colorful landscaping and a 
charming pavilion. The trail is paved (therefore wheelchair accessible) with benches and large 
rocks along the way, and it runs past the back of a barn where the horses are usually out 
grazing. I especially like to use the stone tunnel that pops up- cool perspectives and a really 
fun echo that always brings out smiles. http://hollistontrails.org/photos/

6. *Louisa Lake in Milford is actually accessible from this same rail trail as it eases into 
Milford from Holliston. The way the sun glistens off the lake, and the swans that putter 
around, create a beautiful backdrop for portraits. The paved trail is a wide (ie: wheelchair 
accessible), well-lit, tree-lined path with numerous spots to pause and pose. https://
foursquare.com/v/louisa-lake/4c015809716bc9b6bcabbb55/photo

7. The Aqueduct Trail on the Charles River in the Wellesley Town Forest is wonderful. I 
was introduced to it by a friend when we took our dogs there for a walk. We went back for 
her daughter’s senior photos, and there were plenty of places to stop during the session. 
Open fields, river bank, stone wall, gorgeous light through the trees over the water- make 
sure your battery is charged. https://www.natickma.gov/DocumentCenter/
View/536/Weston-and-Sampson-Maps-of-Existing-Conditions-PDF?
bidId=

8. *Hopkinton State Park in Hopkinton and Ashland was named as one of the 1,000 
places to visit by the Great Places in Massachusetts Commission in 2010. (Wikipedia) There 
are 1245 acres of trails for hiking, open areas for playing and picnicking, and beaches for 
swimming with a separate reservoir for boating. It’s the park that has everything, which 
means a huge variety of settings for photos! https://www.mass.gov/locations/
hopkinton-state-park
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9. *The Holliston Historical Society has one of my favorite backdrops for photos- a 
barn! When the property is not rented out for a function, we are welcome to use it for 
photo sessions of any kind. Check with me for seasonal mini sessions there. https://
www.hollistonhistoricalsociety.org/

10.*The Gardens at Elm Bank in Wellesley are part of the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society. The property offers 16 different gardens for touring and portrait photography. They 
do require that either the photographer or the client be a supporter level member, and 
there is an additional $75 session fee. https://masshort.org/the-gardens-at-elm-
bank/

11.*The Wayside Inn in Sudbury is located in Sudbury and is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The property is set up as a village with cool buildings (like the 
Grist Mill, the Ice House, and the relocated Redstone Schoolhouse where Mary’s little lamb 
followed her to school) and beautiful grounds and trails. Some of the buildings are 
wheelchair accessible, but unfortunately not all are, due to the historic nature. They do 
require a $25 site fee for photography.                                                                                                 
https://www.wayside.org/discover/your-visit

12.Tangerini’s Sunflower Farm in Millis offers breathtaking sunflower fields for picking 
and for photography. It’s quite popular at the height of the season, and they do charge a $50 
session fee for professional photography. Bonus- farm stand photography is my jam, and I will 
encourage you to check out the entire property for fun spots for your photos! https://
www.tangerinisfarm.com/sunflower-field
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13.Walden Pond in Concord is the subject of Henry David Thoreau’s most famous work of 
writing, “Walden.” It was also a favorite spot for me to seek peace and beauty during the 
year I lived in Waltham. The pond is surrounded by a fairly easy hiking trail, and in the woods 
you can find a replica of Thoreau’s one-room cabin where he lived and wrote for over two 
years. Photos on the beach are especially gorgeous when the foliage surrounding the water 
is full and bright and colorful.  https://www.walden.org/property/walden-pond/

14.*Mill Pond in Westborough is part of the Westborough Community Land Trust and falls is 
along the Charm Bracelet Trail. The pond is surrounded by several trails and during the 
summer it is lined with wildflowers. If you have a sturdy wheelchair for a gravel path, we can 
say it’s accessible.                                                                                                
https://westboroughcharm.org/guide/maps/mill_pond_map.pdf

15.*Beaver Brook Reservation in Belmont offers open fields, ponds, and a waterfall. It’s a 
beautiful place to take a walk on a dirt path or make a picnic. There is also a spray deck, so 
much fun on a hot day! https://www.mass.gov/locations/beaver-brook-
reservation

16.Old Stone Church in West Boylston was built in the 1890s. It is situated by the water, 
the Wachusett Reservoir, and it is a very popular spot for day trippers and photographers. It 
is on my list for the foliage this year! https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/
massachusetts/old-church-visit-ma/
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17.*Purgatory Chasm State Reservation in Sutton is said to have been formed about 
14,000 years ago as the result of glacial melt after the last Ice Age. It offers hiking for all 
abilities and to view a variety of awe-inspiring rock formations, and there are plenty of spots 
to relax, have a picnic, and get some great family photos with stunning background scenery. 
Wheelchair accessible in the picnic area. https://www.bostoncentral.com/
purgatory-chasm-massachusetts

18.Bristol Lake State Reservation in Norfolk is located on the property of a former 
sawmill    on 140 acres. There is a large, open filed and an old stone lined cow path that 
leads to a pond and a marsh. There is also a boardwalk that crosses over another pond, and 
the entire property is home to lots of wildlife.  https://medium.com/snap-shots/
bristol-blake-state-reservation-57b7e316f8b1

19.Callahan State Park in Framingham is a super-fun place to go for family photos if you 
have a dog! There are plenty of trails for hiking and acres of open fields and ponds, including 
a “swimming hole” just for the pups. https://www.mass.gov/locations/callahan-
state-park

20.Farm Pond in Framingham is surrounded by easy trails, a skate park, and picnic tables. 
There are tons of swans and beautiful wildflowers in bloom that make for a fun setting for 
photos. https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/massachusetts/framingham-
farm-pond/photos

 
*wheelchair accessible 
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